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Welcome to GSE Algebra 1 for the 2017-2018 school year where we currently have your child listed on our classroom roster and are looking forward to teaching and getting to know him/her.  In this guide, you will find some helpful pieces of information about expectations for the course, our teaching style, and materials students need. 

Communication
There are several forms of communication that help maintain a partnership between parents and teachers so we can help a student achieve success: 
· Synergy – We highly encourage parents to check Synergy 1-2 times a week to track their child’s progress.  If Synergy is checked on a regular basis, parents will always be informed of their child’s progress in the course.  If you are unsure how to access Synergy, please contact the counseling office for log in information. 
· Email – This is the best way to contact us for specific information regarding your child.  Emails are typically answered within 24hours. 
· Blog – Important information, lesson notes, homework worksheets, and assessment dates can be found here. The blog can be accessed by going to watsgoingonmath.weebly.com
· Remind - In addition to the blog, we will be using Remind to pass along important information, reminders, and announcements to parents/guardians and students. Remind is an internet based program that allows us to send you information via text.  You will not be able to see our phone numbers and we will not be able to see yours.   Both parents/guardians & students are welcome to join their class distribution list by following the instructions located on the blog. Sign up by texting @algwatson to 81010
· Conferences – All parent teacher conferences must be set up through the counseling department.  All efforts to communicate via email with the teacher should be made before submitting a request for a conference.

Teaching Style
Our goal as teachers is to help students become self-sufficient independent learners who know how to use their resources.  We define “resources” as their notes, calculators, classmates, online websites and videos, and lastly, the teachers.   We also believe in having students “teach” and collaborate with their peers; we want students to be able to explain and talk the math with their classmates as they process and understand the material.

In a typical classroom day, the lesson is a combination of teacher directed instruction, guided instruction, independent thinking, and collaborative conversation and activities.  After a lesson, students have anywhere from 15 to 30 minutes of practice time where they can work with their classmates or independently, check answers as they work, get one on one help, and ask additional questions.  Answers to the practice are posted on the board so students can check their progress.  

Additionally, a question we hear from students frequently at the beginning of a semester during practice time is “What do I do?” or “How do I solve this?” Please be aware that after a lesson, we will not just tell students how to solve the problem.  In the event a student wants us to tell them how to solve a problem, we will use one of the following strategies:
· Questioning – Ask the student a series of questions to help guide their thinking
· Review a Similar Problem – Using their notes, we will review a problem we covered in class to see if they can apply what we did in the lesson to their practice problem
· Utilize a Classmate – We may ask a student to talk with a classmate first (typically  a student who had the same question and was able to successfully complete the problem)
By the end of the semester, we rarely have students ask us to tell them how to solve a problem.  They have learned how to use their resources!

Lastly, we are firm believers of practice (just like a sport).  Students are given practice assignments after every lesson.  The purpose of practice assignments is to give students the opportunity to practice what they learned, discover their strengths and weaknesses with the material, ask questions, and improve their math skills.  They are expected to complete these, even though they are not graded.  If students do not complete practice assignments, they are more than likely not going to do well on quizzes and tests (which are graded).  

Recommended Calculators
To ensure a smooth transition from math course to math course at AHS, the AHS Math Department is highly recommending a TI-84 Plus (including Silver Edition) or TI-84 Plus Color Graphing Calculator for all math courses for the 2016-2017 school year and beyond.    We will be using a TI-84 Plus for all instructional content taught in the course.  The online End of Course Test (EOC’s) will allow us to use a TI-84 interface as well.  The TI-84 Plus Graphing Calculators can also be used for almost ALL college level math classes.  

The differences between the TI-83 and TI-84 calculators are the TI-84 calculators have the Mathprint feature (write numbers as fractions and radicals instead of only decimals), more memory, faster processing speeds, and an USB port and connector cord.  You may be able to find TI-83 Graphing Calculators for significantly cheaper than TI-84’s on Amazon or eBay if the cost of a TI-84 Plus is not feasible for your family at this time.

[image: Product Details]The TI-36 Pro is a great calculator that we used to recommend as it will calculate almost everything a TI-84 can do, however it does not have the ability to graph functions (very important for Algebra 1, Algebra 2, and Pre-Calculus).  This is the one of the biggest reasons why we do not recommend the TI-36 Pro anymore.  The TI-30 IIS or similar (middle school calculator) is NOT recommended for any high school level math course.  

Currently at Target they have the TI-84 Plus Color CE Graphing calculator for $90.

Please email us if you have any questions regarding calculator recommendations.  




Materials Needed
· 
· 1.5 to 2 inch Three Ring Binder 
· Binder Dividers
· Pencils (mechanical or regular)
· Colored Pencils (at least 3-4 colors)
· Lined Paper
· Markers or Highlighters (at least 3-4 colors)
· Graphing Calculator (see above)

Classroom Donations
Throughout the semester our classroom will need tissues, hand sanitizer, and Lysol disinfectant wipes.  We strive to keep our classroom stocked with these supplies, but with 90 students we see a day, these supplies run out quickly.  We greatly appreciate any supplies you would be willing to donate for our classroom. 

Tutoring Times
Sometimes, additional instruction is necessary to help a student understand the material, catch up from being absent, make up a test or quiz, or ask questions. My tutoring times are on Tuesday and Thursday morning from 7:40A.M. to 8:10A.M.  The tutoring times offered by individual teachers are directly for Algebra students.  Please be aware situations may arise periodically throughout the semester that may require a tutoring session to be cancelled. Additionally, on test days, we strive to provide a tutoring session in the morning (not always a guarantee due to faculty or teacher meetings).  
Our expectations for attending tutoring are as follows:
· Students are using their classroom time appropriately (paying attention, asking questions, staying on task, etc). 
· Students bring specific questions, problems, etc. to the session.  Their notes from the lesson should be complete as well (regardless if they were present or absent as lesson notes are posted on the blog).  
· Students arrive on time to the tutoring sessions.  

If students are wasting their time in class, they will not be allowed to waste our time outside of class.

Absences
In the event that a student is absent, they should always check the blog for lesson notes and homework.  Upon return to school, they should check the table for anything that was passed out during class.  It is their responsibility to get all notes and make up work completed prior to a quiz or test. The following expectations for absences regarding test and quiz days will be enforced:
· If a student is absent on the day of a review, they are still required to take the quiz/test as scheduled as no new material will have be learned.  
· If a student has missed instruction, but is present for review day, they will be expected to take the quiz/test as scheduled.  
· If a student is absent on the day of a quiz/test, they will be expected to take the quiz/test on the day they return to school either in class or before/after school. 



We look forward to a great semester with your student!

	Coach Watson                                             

	Math Teacher                                              

	christopher.watson@cobbk12.org               
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Cut on Dotted Line and Return to Teacher to show understanding of the above criteria for Algebra 1:  		

Student Name(Print):_________________________________________


Parent Name:___________________________________ Signature: __________________________________________


Parent Email: ____________________________________________________________________________________
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